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Phil Campagnolo

Mourilyan

Johnstone

3283mm

77.6ha

CANEGROWERS Innisfail

2020

Improved Nutrient Management Planning

Planting Demonstration Block Plant cane 7months after planting.
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2020 Improved Nutrient Management Planning

To develop a whole of farm nutrient 

management plan with a specific 

focus on improving phosphorous 

management across farm. 

The aim of this project is to develop a 

Whole of Farm Nutrient Management 

Plan with Phil that takes into account 

all aspects of nutrient management 

not just focusing on individual 

nutrients.  

The process takes into account all 

relevant agronomic data as well as 

grower knowledge and experience 

when producing the plan.

Cutting Plant source

Young Plant Cane

Phil�s approach to nutrient 

management and his farm history 

were discussed at length to gather 

information including other crops he 

has grown, previous applications of 

mill mud or ash, liming and 

productivity. This information was 

used to determine the best way to 

improve nutrient management across 

his whole farm. 

By reviewing Phil�s existing soil test 

results and soil maps we were able 

to assess his current and historic soil 

nutrient status.  A single nutrient 

management zone was identified 

across his farm with 130kg/ha N, 

0kg/ha P and 120kg/ha K required 

for ratoon crops. 

Following these reviews, a whole 

farm nutrient management plan was 

produced. Phil has routinely applied 

10kg/ha P at planting, SIX EASY 

STEPS nutrient management 

guidelines recommend 0kg/ha P for 

his farm. As a result of these 

discussions, a paired demonstration 

was established where half the block 

was planted with a fertiliser that 

supplied 10kg/ha P and the other half 

was planted with a fertiliser that 

supplied 0kg/ha P.

Results will not be known until 

the block has been harvested. 

However to date there is no 

visible difference in crop growth.


