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Project Catalyst Grower Forum 2013
Welcome 

A big welcome to the family that is Project Catalyst, comprised of our partners, 
growers, collaborators, and sponsors. Your involvement and commitment 
to Project Catalyst over the past 12 months is very much appreciated.

The 2013 annual Project Catalyst forum marks the end of four years’ 
of operations. We come to Cairns this year to learn what we have 
both individually and collectively achieved over the past 12 months. Equally the 
forum offers opportunity for delegates to talk about future aspirations and ideas 
and perhaps most importantly reflect and take pride on the efforts, outputs and 
outcomes that have been realised. 

As one of the individuals who has been involved in Project Catalyst from day 
one it is astounding that in the short space of four years we have moved from 
a project with twelve cane farmers in one region to one that has almost 80 
farmers, stretching from Sarina to Cairns.  Entering into year five of Project 
Catalyst we are seeing strong interest from producers as far south as northern NSW and global 
sugarcane cane growers  desiring to be part of our family; all with the ability and desire to share their 
knowledge and experience. 

 External validation of the merits of Project Catalyst can be evidenced through the high number of rural 
production and sustainability awards won both domestically and internationally. Even more important is 
the validation of Project Catalyst through the ongoing commitment that our partners and growers offer 
to the initiative. 

While the program has its detractors and those that question it motives the fundamental purpose 
of Project Catalyst is simple. The program seeks to showcase that sugarcane farming can be 
sustainable and can in fact be a land use activity that provides substantial benefit to the environment, 
the community and the rural producer.  

The initiative also seeks to showcase the benefits of grower lead research, development and extension 
through innovation and continuous improvement.  Project Catalyst showcases the benefits that come 
from sharing this cutting edge practice information and knowledge with other growers via structured 
and supported programs which support on farm experimentation.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the sponsors for their support for the forum and look forward to 
sharing knowledge, experiences you have each amassed over the past twelve months. 

Rob Cocco
CEO Reef Catchments 

Cover: Cane field Mackay, credit Reef Catchments; Great Barrier Reef, credit Australian Institute of Marine 
Science, Rainforest, credit Terrain. 



Peter Kuhlman 
(Inspirational Forum speaker)
Peter Kuhlmann is the 2012 Farmer of the Year and Grain Grower of the 
Year. 

The Kuhlmann family have farmed at Mudamuckla on Western Eyre 
Peninsula in South        Australia for 101 years. 

It is one of the driest cropping regions in Australia receiving an average 
rainfall of 291mm (11.45”).The annual cropping program is about 6,500 
hectares of mostly wheat. 

Peter has been heavily involved in grains research from doing on farm 
trials, hosting a focus paddock to chairing the Eyre Peninsula Agricultural 
Research Foundation and the South  Australian Grains Industry Trust.

Peter is an early adopter of technology and uses no till, fluid fertiliser and precision farming. 

Qualifications
•	 Associate Diploma in Farm Management (Dux) from Roseworthy (University of Adelaide)

•	 Private pilot

•	 Australian Rural Leadership Program Course 6 graduate

•	 Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors

Guest presenters 

Dr Jennie Gilbert  
 (Dinner speaker)
Dr Jennie Gilbert is an experienced zoologist, veterinary 
technician and a post-graduate researcher of marine 
turtles at James Cook University, researching the 
implications and threats to marine turtles and post 
rehabilitation success using satellite tracking.

 Jennie and her husband run a large veterinary clinic in 
Cairns and in 2000, Jennie also co-founded the Cairns 
Turtle Rehabilitation Centre (CTRC) with fellow marine 
biologist Paul Barnes which relies solely on grants and 
donations.

 CTRC is a non-profit organisation dedicated to the 
rehabilitation of sick and injured turtles.  The Centre has an 80-85% survival rate for its patients.

 With the Great Barrier Reef home to six of the world’s seven species of marine turtles, which are threatened 
by a range of both natural and human-induced factors, CTRC works towards overall sea turtle conservation as 
well as caring for individual turtles.

 With a Bachelor of Science (Zoology/Marine Biology) from James Cook University and a Graduate Diploma of 
Research Methods, Jennie is currently completing her Masters and upgrading to a PhD.



Project Catalyst Forum 2013 
Agenda 

Monday, February 25
Welcome function, sponsored by Rabobank 
Venue: Pool Deck and Coral Lounge; Pullman Reef Hotel Casino, Cairns 6 – 8pm 

Prepare for the Forum with some social drinks and nibbles and enjoy a presentation by Marc Oostdijk, Head of 
Sustainable Business Development, Rabobank. 

Tuesday, February 26
Grower Forum (Innovation presentations) 
Michaelmas Cay Ballroom; Pullman Reef Hotel Casino, Cairns 

7.30am registration, presentations 8.00am – 5pm 

This will be a day of Industry and Project Catalyst grower presentations with plenty of time for questions and 
informal discussion. Presentation topics by the growers include improved soil, chemical, nutrient, and water 
management activities. Growers will be supported by the DAFF QLD economics team, water quality scientists and 
precision agriculture advisors. 

Participants can choose from three short (concurrent) workshops in the afternoon including getting the most 
from EM soil mapping, long range weather forecasting and a special event for wives and partners with Fiona 
George from Broken Nose Vanilla Farm, who was a finalist in the Farming Woman of the Year category of the Aus-
tralian Farmer of the Year Awards. 

SPONSORS: Nutrient Presentations: Sucrogen AgServices │Chemical: Presentations Syngenta │
Water Presentations: The Coca-Cola Foundation │Soil Presentations: Bayer │Climate Variability 
Workshop: SRDC
Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided. 

Forum dinner 
Urchins Ballroom with pre-dinner drinks at Arlington Bar, Pullman Reef  Hotel Casino, Cairns 
6.30pm till late 

Enjoy a delicious meal and take the opportunity to catch up with your fellow cutting edge sugarcane growers and 
other special guests from industry, government and supporting organisations. The evening includes an introduc-
tory welcome by Terrain NRM followed by dinner and refreshments. Key note speaker Jennie Gilbert, Cairns 
Turtle Rehabilitation Centre. 

Please arrive by 6.30pm and be seated by 6.45pm for 7pm start.



Wednesday, February 27  
Wet Tropics and Atherton Tablelands, 
sponsored by Bayer 
Departing by bus from Pullman Reef Hotel Casino Entrance at 7.30am return 5.30pm 

Visit two Project Catalyst cane farms in the Cairns area and then head up to the Atherton Tablelands to learn 
about innovation in a range of agricultural enterprises including mixed cropping, and grazing with a rural farm-
stay.  (Agenda page 33).

Please arrive at Hotel Entrance by 7am. Morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea provided. 

Field trip social function, sponsored by WWF 
Australia 
Arlington Bar; Pullmans Reef Hotel Casino, Cairns 6 .30– 8.00pm 

Social drinks and nibbles mark the final event on the Project Catalyst forum agenda. This will be a good 
opportunity to relax together and discuss what we have learned on the field trip and the forum. 

Thursday, February 28 
On the way home… 

Ingham Field Trip 
Visit three Project Catalyst cane properties in the Ingham area. Self-drive to Ingham for a bus excursion departing 
a central pickup area at 11am. The trip is expected to conclude around 3.45pm. Light lunch and afternoon tea 
provided. (Agenda page 34.)



Grower Forum 
Presentation Day 
Tuesday 26th February
Venue: Pullman Reef Casino, Michaelmas Cay Ballroom 1 & 2
7.30-8.00am Registration (Tea and Coffee)

8.00-8.10am Welcome and overview of the agenda: MC’s Will Higham, Rob Cairns & John Reghenzani

8.10-8.30am
Reef Rescue Research Update:  Jane Waterhouse, Reef Rescue Research & Development 
Project

8.30-8.50am
Inspirational Speaker: Peter Kuhlman, Australian Farmer of the Year 2012 – Cropping on 
the Edge

SESSION 1
8.50-10.30am Nutrients – Project Catalyst Grower Activity Updates

 
 
 
 

Sponsored by Sucrogen AgServices
Wet Tropics – Ray Zamora
Bactivate to improve soil health

Burdekin – Ian Haigh 
Variable rate sub-surface N application

Burdekin – Chris Hesp 
Split nutrient application through an overhead irrigation system

Mackay Whitsunday - Tony Bugeja and Rob Slugget
Nutrient fertiliser efficiency trials

10.30-10.50am Morning tea
10.50-12.10am Herbicides – Project Catalyst Grower Activity Updates 

Sponsored by Syngenta

 
 

Mackay Whitsunday – Phil Deguara
Checkerboard application for cane grub control, stress shields and water sensors for 
irrigation

Mackay Whitsunday – John Pastega
Air assisted boom spray + automated controls on swing arm for centre pivot

12.10-1.10pm Water – Project Catalyst Grower Activity Updates 
Sponsored by The Coca Cola Foundation

 
 

Burdekin –  Dennis Pozzebon
A whole of farm system change, showcasing projects funded through Reef Rescue 
including; variable rate chemical application, variable rate liquid nutrient application, wavy 
disc coulter and legume mulcher.

Wet Tropics – Michael Reinaudo
Variable Rate Nutrient Application -  Nutrition  with water quality monitoring from CSIRO

1.10-1.50pm Lunch

Wet tropics canefield, credit Terrain



Grower Forum 
Presentation Day 
Tuesday 26th February
Venue: Pullman Reef Casino, Michaelmas Cay Ballroom 1 & 2
SESSION 2

1.50-3.10pm Soil – Project Catalyst Grower Activity Updates 
Sponsored by Bayer

  Burdekin  – Rob Ahern
Soil biology improvement using microbes

  Wet Tropics – Steven Accornero
Corn as a rotation crop

  Wet Tropics – Sergio Fighera
Effective treatments for sodic soil

3.10-3.20pm Closing comments, Forum Dinner and Field Trip Update

3.20-3.40pm Afternoon tea
SESSION 3
3.40-5.30pm Workshops – break into 3 groups

 
Workshop 1 – Inspired to innovate the Broken Nose Vanilla Story – Fiona 
George

Michaelmas Ballroom 1

 
Workshop 2 Climate Forecasting with Climate Variability– Jeff Sabburg, 
Robert Quirk and Michael Waring: 

Michaelmas Ballroom 2

Sponsored by SRDC

 
Workshop 3 – The MOSES Project, Increasing Efficiency in Sugarcane 
Farming through improved knowledgeJohn Markley and John Hughes

Evening Evening
6:30 till late Pullman Reef Casino arrival for dinner at Urchins1, Urchins 4 & Arlington Bar 

Wet tropics sunset, credit Terrain





What is Project Catalyst?
Project Catalyst is a pioneering partnership which reduces the environmental impact that sugar cane 
production has on the Great Barrier Reef (GBR). The project is ‘grower led’ – and involves a group of 
innovative farmers that are developing and testing management practices that improve the water 
quality of the water leaving sugar cane crops  (termed A-Class practices) 
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Forum Dinner

Project Catalyst Grower Forum Dinner 
Tuesday 26th February

Venue: Arlington Bar & Urchins 1, Pullman Reef Casino
6:30 - 6:50pm Guests start to arrive and have some drinks, find seats etc.
6:50 - 7:00pm Be seated
7:00 - 7:05pm  MC: Phil Staley , ABC Tropical North 
 7:05 - 7:15pm Terrain Welcome to Cairns – Carol Sweatman
7:15 - 7:40pm Entrée served
7:40 - 7:50pm Coca-Cola South Pacific – Michelle Allen
7:50 - 8:00pm MC introduces Dermot O'Gorman, 
  Dermot O'Gorman, CEO WWF Australia
8:00 - 8:45pm CEO WWF Australia
8:45 - 9:15pm Jennie Gilbert Cairns Turtle Rehabilitation Centre
9:15 - 9:20pm Coffee and Dessert: self-serve at own leisure
9:40 - 9:50pm Rob Cocco, CEO of Reef Catchments Limited

Top: Field Trip visit to Dennis Pozzebon’s, 2012 Project Catalyst Forum, Burdekin.
Right:  Brooke Edwards (DAFF), Tony Bugeja, Chris  Blackburn, Madonna Blackburn, Rebecca Gowen (DAFF), Gerry 

Deguara and Miriam East (DAFF); Field Trip visit at Davco, Project Catalyst Forum, Burdekin.



Field Trip: 
Cairns to Atherton Tablelands 

Field Trips

7:00: Assemble at bus departure point – Pullman Hotel Reef 
Casino, Cairns

07:15 DEPARTURE Travel south on the Bruce Highway via Gordonvale to stop 1
08:15	 Arrive stop 1 Mark and Chris Rossi, 1 Vohland Road Aloomba: Cane

Soybean in ratoon trials with range of special blend fertilisers and mill mud Spray 
equipment, riparian plantings, sediment trap.

11:15 Arrive stop 2
&
Morning Tea

Bruce and Elizabeth Carcary, 122 Nash Road, Minbun: Tropical grazing
Cell grazing, off stream watering, riparian revegetation, farmstays. Presentation by Bernie 
English (DAFF) about grazing and dairy.

12:05 Depart stop 2 Travel north on Millaa Millaa - Malanda Road via Malanda and Atherton to stop 3.

12:55 Arrive stop 3
&
Lunch

Ben Poggioli, 118 Graham Road Tolga: Multi cropping.
Peanuts, maize and potato cropping, strip tillage peanuts, GPS. Presentation by Michael 
Hughes (DAFF) about multi-cropping.

14:00
Depart stop 3 Travel to Tolga then north on Kennedy Highway via Rocky Creek to stop 4.

14:15 Arrive stop 4 Marian, Dennis, Stephen and Jason Salvetti, 6732 Kennedy HWay, Rocky Ck: Cane 
Soybean, tropical seed and oil/meal production.

15:05 Depart stop 4
&
Afternoon tea

Travel north on Kennedy Highway to Mareeba, then east towards Kuranda.
Descent to the coast on Kuranda Highway, via Smithfield to stop 5.

16:24 Arrive stop 5 Mark Savina, RN 508 Kamerunga Rd, Freshwater : Cane
Variable rate fertiliser, organic matter, contract farming.
 *Note stop 5 will be taken out if there is insufficient time.  This decision will be made on 
the day.

17:15 Depart stop 5 Travel south to Pullman Hotel Reef Casino, Cairns.
17:30:  Arrive Pullman Hotel Reef Casino, Cairns.



Contacts
Mackay Whitsunday 

Reef Catchments

Belinda Billing  

P:  (07) 4968 4208 / 0488 730 
021 
E: belinda.billing@reefcatchments.com

Burdekin

NQ Dry Tropics

Lisa Baynes

Ph: 07 4722-5733 / 0409 900 
752
E: lisa.baynes@nqdrytropics.com.au

Wet Tropics

Terrain  

John Reghenzani 

Ph: 0439 670 893 / (07) 4095 
7101  
E: johnr@terrain.org.au

Meeting Option 2
BSES Ingham, 12.00pm 
143 Fairford Rd

Meeting Option 1
From Cairns to Bilyana 
Rest Area: arrive 
10.00am. 
Bilyana is 166km south 
of Cairns, about two 
hours drive.

Field trip 2 Kennedy –  Ingham
Meeting point: Bilyana Rest Stop, Bruce Highway

Stop 1: 10.00am  Michael & Peter Ottone ,  Compost Tea to Improve soil Health, Bilyna

Stop 2:  12.00pm BSES Building for Lunch.

Stop 3: 1.00pm Reinaudo Farming , Variable Rate Nutrient Application, Ingham

Stop 4: 2.30pm Norm Reid , Cultivation Methods of Existing Controlled Traffic Beds , Pinicle 
Hill  Ingham

Stop 5: 3.45pm Return BSES Ingham



Project Catalyst Grower Forum 2013  
My notes



Thank you to our generous sponsors

Project Catalyst Growers at Davco during the 2012 Burdekin Field Trip


