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Mark Aquilina

Mourilyan

Johnstone

3283 mm

42.3 ha

CANEGROWERS Innisfail

2021

Bare Fallow to Legume Fallow
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2021 Bare Fallow to Legume Fallow

To move from spray out fallows to 

legume fallow, with the aim to 

improve soil health and the 

production of the following cane crop.

Mark is interested in growing legume 

cover crops on his fallow blocks. 

Currently his standard practice is to 

spray out the ratooning cane at the 

end of the crop cycle and any weeds 

are managed throughout the fallow 

period with broad spectrum 

herbicides as required. 

Mark hopes that the legume cover 

crop will provide good ground cover 

reducing erosion risk, suppress 

weeds and improve soil health 

through crop rotation. 

 

The demonstration site is mostly a 

Mundoo soil series, a red basaltic 

clay classified as a Krasnozem.

Mundoo Soil Profile

Fallow block February 2022

When planning for the fallow Mark 

had to decide if the block he is 

fallowing this year is suitable for 

cover cropping as well as how he 

plans to manage the fallow crop 

focusing on planting, weed control 

and termination. 

This years fallow block required 

leveling to improve drainage. It is 

important that paddock constraints 

including poor drainage are corrected 

prior to planting a fallow crop. 

Due to delays with the leveler and 

the onset of the wet season Mark 

has not yet been able to plant a 

fallow crop. 

 

 

Although Mark hasn't been able 

to plant a fallow crop in his fallow 

yet he is still considering a late 

planted fallow crop if he is able to 

level the block soon. 

 

Going forward Mark is planning 

on planting cover crops in his 

fallow blocks. 

 


